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From the desk of Thomas Vint,  
Superintendent 
By Thomas Vint
vintt@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

summer 2013

Congratulations Class of  2013!
Graduation was held on May 12th and we salute our seniors on 

their graduation from high school.  Graduation is always a proud 
day for our school and communities and we had a large crowd 
at graduation.  This has been a successful school year and the 
leadership provided by our senior class has been noteworthy.  We 
wish them the best as they pursue their goals after high school.  
Congratulations Seniors!

Budget for the 2013-14 School Year
At the April 8th school board meeting, the board approved the 

proposed school district budget for the 2013-14 school year.  The 
property tax rate will decrease $0.75 and the new rate will be 
$13.90. (per $1,000 of taxable valuation)

The property tax valuation for the district did increase by 
$7,704,998 for a total of $168,773,710.  This represents a 4.78% 
increase in valuation.  The Iowa State Legislature has yet to set 
the allowable growth for the 2013-14 school year.  Allowable 
growth provides school districts the opportunity to grow their bud-
gets to keep up with increasing costs such as fuel, utilities, and 
salaries and benefits. The allowable growth rate set by the Iowa 
Legislature could affect the final tax rate. 

Thanks to All Staff and School Board!
The week of May 6-10 was Staff Appreciation Week and we 

had several events during the week to thank all of our staff for the 
great job they have done working with the students this past year.  
We also had School Board Appreciation the following week and 
acknowledged the board for their continued service to the district.

See You in August!
On behalf of the Boyer Valley Community Schools, I want to 

thank everyone for your continued support and cooperation this 
past school year and we look forward to seeing you when school 
starts on August 20th.  Have a great summer!

 

Math Department 
Memorial Funds 
Received

Charles (Pete) Jens Pedersen, attended the Dun-
lap Community Schools from 1942-1946 where he 
lettered in boxing, track, basketball and football.  He 
then attended Simpson College from 1946-1948 on a 
track scholarship.  He received his master in Educa-
tion from the University of Northern Iowa.  He was 
a Guidance Counselor, served as a Principal, then 
finally as an elementary math instructor for the 5th 
and 6th grades. 

Before passing away at the age of 83, he had in-
structed his family that it was important to him to give 
back to the school community which gave him his 
start, and helped him to realize his goals and dreams 
of becoming a teacher. 

The Boyer Valley School would like to thank 
Charles Pedersen and his family Carol (Pedersen) 
Carder and Mark Pedersen for the generous dona-
tion.  Funds were used to purchase Scientific Calcu-
lators and Pre-Algebra, Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra 
II and Calculus software.  One thousand dollars were 
also set aside for scholarships, which will be awarded 
to students going into teaching or a math related 
career.  The math department would like to try and 
continue this scholarship in memory of Charles as a 
reminder of the value of small school education and 
dedicated teachers.
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Bullpup News
By Mike Weber,  BV North Elementary Principal 
weberm@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Teacher Appreciation Week
Teacher Appreciation Week was celebrated during the week of 

May 6.  If you see your child’s teachers take the time to thank them, 
in some way, for all of the hard work they have put into educating 
your child this year.  Our teachers not only put in the hard work nec-
essary to educate each student, but they also truly care for each child 
that comes through our doors.

Staff Appreciation
The Boyer Valley Elementary School would not run smoothly with-

out the great contributions of its support staff.  The following people 
are instrumental in making BV a high-quality school system:

Hollie Nelson – secretary     Joni Houston – para educator
Mariellen Sharp – custodian    Katie Muff - para educator
Anne Wulfe – custodian      Marilyn Davie - para educator
Ann Shumate – head cook (BVN)   Misty Hikins – cook    
Bobbie Jo Neilsen - para educator    Mary Mumm - para educator
Krystal Ferguson – cook     Jodi Klein – nurse
Becky Shumate – lunch staff    Tom Schafer - technology       
Tammie Vander Kolk - nurse
 
We also appreciate all of the wonderful bus drivers that get our 

students to and from school each day!!!

 
Class Lists

Elementary class lists will be published in the August newsletter. 

Principally 
Speaking
By Chad Straight, BV South 6-12 Principal 
straightc@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Middle School Students 
May Be Required 
to Take Summer School (2013-2014)

In the last few years it has become evident that some of the 
students in the middle school do not take their education serious-
ly.   The teachers and staff have attempted to battle this lack of 
effort with incentives, individual plans, and other positive efforts.  
To this point, however, some of the middle school students still 
struggle with motivation and effort.  Therefore, with the approval 
of the school board, the administration will be implementing a 
new policy requiring all middle school students who fail at least 3 
semester classes during the year to take summer school.  If the 
student refuses, he/she will be retained in the same grade.

Usually when students fail classes in the middle school or high 
school, it is often due to not turning in their assignments while not 
preparing for tests.  These students often will complete assign-
ments in class and receive an adequate grade, but their effort 
outside of class is nonexistent without some other motivating 
factor.

At the high school level students do not receive credit if they do 
not pass classes with at least a D-.  When students realize that, 
they usually will give at least enough effort to pass classes.  The 
hope is that giving the middle school students a similar conse-
quence for poor effort will motivate them to pass their classes 
and in the process learn more of the material. 

This new policy will take effect next school year (2013-2014).  
Students will be notified in the first meeting of the year about the 
new policy and letters will be sent home to parents explaining the 
expectations and consequences.  We hope the result of the new 
policy will be that all students will pass their classes, and we will 
not need to offer summer classes.  We want to see all students 
succeed and this is just one piece in that process.  Please 
contact the high school principal (712) 643-2258 if you have any 
questions about the new policy.
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FCCLA News
By Betty Alig, FCS instructor,  FCCLA Advisor  
aligb@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

We started off the year by going to the FCCLA District meeting 
in Hinton, IA. They had a great motivational speaker plus it gave 
us the opportunity to meet other FCCLA members from our area 
schools and to hear what other FCCLA chapters are doing for spe-
cial activities throughout the year. This year FCCLA members have 
been involved in library basket, hat/mitten tree, food drive, sucker 
sale, nursing home bingo, and senior BBQ. A special thanks goes 
out to Mr. Brown for helping out as our official BBQ chef. We wish 
everyone a great summer!!!

NewsNotes&
LaterSchool Year Next Year The school year 

will begin and end a week later next year.  Our start date for 
students is August 20, 2013, and our end date assuming no snow 
days is May 23, 2014

RegistrationDay Thursday, August 8 Registration

OnlineCalendar  Please remember that school events 
are posted on the online calendar that can be accessed by going to 
the Boyer Valley Web Page and clicking on calendar or by using this 
web address,

 http://calendar.boyer-valley.k12.ia.us/bvcalendar
You may also subscribe to the calendar in order to receive emails 

when events are updated or changed.

We have had a good year. The second half of the school year 
has flown by and now summer is upon us.  Thank you to all the 
student council members for all the hard work they do during the 
year.  In February, we sold valentines and the students had fun 
delivering them to the special recipients.  In March, we participated 
in Pennies for Patients with the Lymphoma & Leukemia Society 
and had “Penny Wars.”  The senior class won for the fourth straight 
year ending their high school career undefeated in Penny Wars.  
They won a Pizza & Pop party sponsored by Community Bank. At 
the end of March was Gnimocemoh week.  We had fun dress up 
days (opposite sex day, super hero day, twin day, and Gnimocemoh 
t-shirt day) and there was also a dodge ball tournament. April was a 
quiet month for us, but May brought on another flurry of activity.  We 
helped show teacher appreciation with cinnamon rolls and cook-
ies.  We also planted flowers in the planters by the gymnasium.  We 
ended the year with the election of next year’s Student Council.  
Thank you to Community Bank for their continued support year 
after year.  We were able to support the Jersey Auction, coaches’ 
corner, various sports events on the radio, and the Penny Wars 
pizza and pop party. We appreciate the support.  Have a wonderful 
and relaxing summer!

BOYER VALLEY 2013-2014 
CLASS OFFICERS

SENIORS
President:     Katie Cogdill
Vice-President:      Holly Brock
Sec./Treas.:  Lara Thompson
SC Rep:  Nick Klein

JUNIORS
President:  Jennifer Zehner
Vice-President: Kyle Behrendt
Sec./Treas.:  Adam Hansen
SC Rep:  Brandon Heffernan

SOPHOMORES
President:  Christian Klein
Vice-President: Megan Cooper
Sec./Treas.:  Morgan Straight
SC Rep:  Candace Mefferd

FRESHMEN
President:  Madison Hast
Vice-President: Zach Ambrose
Sec./Treas.:  Katelynn Malone
SC Rep:  Dawson Hikins

STUDENT COUNCIL
Co-Presidents: Taylor Rassel & Amy Klein

**All class officers will be included as members of the student council.

U p d a t e
by Stephanie Marlin, BVS Student Coundil Advisor 
marlins@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Music Notes
By Jim Jordan, MS/HS Band/Choir Director
jordanj@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Summer Band Lessons
If enough students show interest, this summer there will be a new 

opportunity for our incoming 6th-12th graders.  Summer band les-
sons will take place July 18-August 14 if 20 or more students show 
interest.  Mr. Jordan is sending out letters to all 6th grade parents 
and to the parents of 7-12 band members from this past year.  If 
any students who are not currently in band would like to explore the 
opportunity, this would be a great time to give it a chance without 
actually being in the class.  This is also a great time for students to 
receive more individual help or to experiment with a new instrument, 
if they so desire.

Please contact Mr. Jordan at jordanj@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us if you 
have any questions, did not receive a letter in the mail, or would like 
further information.

Volunteer Band for Independence Day-All incoming 9-12 band stu-
dents are invited to join community member volunteers for our annual 
4th of July Band performance.  Please contact Mr. Jordan via email 
at jordanj@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us for further information.
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Counselor’s 
Corner

By Paul Marlin, MS/HS Guidance 
marlinp@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Welcome to the summer 
addition of the Counselor’s 
Corner! 

 

MS/HS School Supply Recycling Program
Each year at the end of the school year when students are 

cleaning out their lockers, I see students throw away lots of per-
fectly good school supplies.  I also see students during the school 
year who do not have school supplies like notebooks and folders 
that they need for their classes.  As a result, this year I decided to 
start a new program at the MS/HS called the School Supply Re-
cycling Program.  At the end of the school year I set out labeled 
boxes where students could “recycle” their school supplies that 
were in good condition, instead of throwing the supplies away.  I 
think that this was a great success.  Students “recycled” lots of 
pens/pencils, notebooks, folders, binders, and a few other things.  
The exciting part of this program is that next school year if there 
are families who have a difficult time affording school supplies, 
those students can come and see me to get school supplies while 
supplies last.  I cannot guarantee that I will have enough school 
supplies for everyone; however I hope that this program is able 
to help some students in need.  I am planning on continuing this 
program every year.

 
2013-2014 MS/HS Schedules

In the past, I have made schedules for all of our MS/HS students 
in April and past out all of the student schedules in May.  This year 
we had a few last minute changes to our schedule, so I was not 
able to schedule students before the end of the school year.  I am 
currently working on scheduling all of our students for next school 
year.  Students will be able to receive a copy of their schedule 
when they are registered at the beginning of the school year.  Stu-
dents will also receive a copy of their schedule on the first day of 
school.  If students wish to make any changes to their schedules, 
they will have 4 days after the start of each semester to change 
their schedule.  Starting next school year, middle school students 
who want to make changes on their schedule must have signed 
permission from their parents/guardians.  I will have permission 
forms available in my office for middle school students.

 

Academy Fees & Shuttle
All Academy fees will be due at registration or during the 1st 

week of school at the very latest.  There is a $25 book rental fee 
for all classes, payable to Boyer Valley.  There is also a one-time 
only matriculation fee of $25 for the first Academy class that 
students take that is payable to Iowa Western.  It is very important 
that we get all Academy fees paid right away so that everything 
runs smoothly.  For more information please contact me at the 
school. 

All students who wish to ride the academy shuttle must fill out 
the registration sheet in the high school office and the student 
must have his or her parent’s signature in order to register for the 
shuttle.  For more information please contact the office.

 

Online College Classes
Online college level classes are available for students in grades 

11 and 12.  Online classes cost students $25 and students are 
required to purchase their own textbook(s).  A one-time only ma-
triculation fee of $25 for the first college level class that a student 
takes may be required and that fee is payable to the particular 
college a student takes a class through.  For more information 
about online college classes, please contact me at the school.

 

New Elementary Guidance Counselor
For the past 3 years it has been my pleasure to be the K-12 

Guidance Counselor here at Boyer Valley.  Over the 3 years I 
have been stretched pretty thin, so next year I will be the 6-12 
Guidance Counselor and the elementary school will share a full-
time Guidance Counselor with Woodbine.  The new elementary 
guidance counselor for next year will be Deana Swenson.  She is 
an experienced guidance counselor and will be a fantastic addi-
tion to our district and to our guidance program.  Deana will teach 
guidance lessons to grades K-5 and will offer individual and group 
support services like I have in the past.  Although I am excited 
about being able to focus more time on grades 6-12 next year, I 
will really miss all of the elementary school students and staff.

 

As always, if you have any questions/comments/concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at 712-643-2258  
or marlinp@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us.   
I hope all of you have a great summer!
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Plan for Senior 
Portraits Now

Please have your senior’s pictures in to the yearbook by or before 
Thanksgiving. We may have to substitute a school ID picture for 
anyone who’s pictures we don’t have. If students do not have their ID 
picture taken and do not submit a picture, it is difficult for us to guaran-
tee that a picture of them will be in the yearbook.

Please have your photographer make a print that matches the fol-
lowing:

► Head-and-shoulder shots preferred
► No props & no other people- just you
► Simple backgrounds preferred
► Photo size, no smaller than 1 ¾ in x 1 ½ in
► Photos should be vertical
► COLOR photos, please. No B/W

Pictures turn out better if they are submitted digitally rather than our 
having to scan a print. If your photographer will submit photos digitally 
photos must be 120% size at 300 ppi. They can be submitted on CD, 
DVD, USB flashdrive or online. 

Please e-mail pictures to malloryt@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

If you or your children chose not to have a local photo studio take 
their portrait or can not afford to, either Mr. Mallory, the Yearbook Ad-
visor or Mrs. Hanigan, the Student Newspaper Advisor, are available 
to take a simple “head shot” for the yearbook.

Order Early & Save
Order your 2013-14 ‘Archive’ yearbook sooner to receive a 

discount. Order next August (2014) and receive 4 free imprinted 
icons on your cover FREE. You must order before April 2014 to be 
able to have personalizations like your student’s name, class year 
or other icons on their cover.

Rates will increase each season, so be sure to order as soon 
as you go back to school!

$36 Aug-Dec, 2013 $42 Jan-March, 2014
$50 April-May, 2014 $56 Aug-Sep, 2014

Get YOUR Pictures in the Yearbook
The ‘Archive’ needs pictures. Help us make this YOUR year-

book. Help us make this the BEST yearbook ever. Just visit:

http://www.replayit.com 
Register (for free) and you’ll be able to see all the pictures we’re 

putting in the yearbook, plus more. More importantly, you’ll be 
able to upload yours too. It’s easy and fun! 

theArchiveYRBK
By Ted Mallory, ‘Archive’ Advisor, malloryt@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

    From the
Nurse’s Office
Jodi Klein, RN School Nurse 
kleinj@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Summer Buzz
West Nile virus is a mosquito-borne virus that is commonly 

found in Africa, West Asia, and the Middle East.  It is closely 
related to St. Louis encephalitis virus found in the United States.  
While the virus mainly infects mosquitoes and birds, mosquitoes 
can transmit the virus to people and other animals.  The virus was 
first identified in the West Nile district of Uganda in 1937.  It was 
first reported in the United States in 1999, when 62 cases and 7 
deaths in humans from West Nile virus infection were reported in 
the New York City area.

Should the West Nile virus be a concern for people in Iowa?  
Yes. Since 1999, West Nile has spread across the continental 
United States.  The virus was identified in a dead crow in the east-
ern part of Iowa in September 2001.  Human cases in Iowa have 
been reported every year since 2002.

How is West Nile virus spread? Mosquitoes can spread the 
virus to people through a bite.  West Nile virus cannot be spread 
by person-to-person contact such as kissing,touching, or caring 
for an infected person. 

What are the symptoms of West Nile virus? Most people who 
are infected with West Nile virus either have no symptoms or 
experience mild illness such as fever, headache, and body aches 
before fully recovering.  Some persons may develop a skin rash 
and swollen lymph glands.  In  <1%  of infections, particularly in 
those persons over age 50, West Nile virus can cause serious 
disease such as encephalitis or meningitis.  Symptoms of severe 
disease can include severe headache, high fever, sstiff neck, 
confusion, loss of consciousness tremors, muscle weakness, and 
paralysis.

How is an infection with West Nile virus diagnosed and treated?  
A healthcare provider can diagnose West Nile virus through 
special tests.  There is no vaccine or specific treatment, though a 
physician may prescribe medications to reduce symptoms.

How can an infection 
with West Nile virus be prevented?

Use insect repellents containing DEET, permethrin, picaridin, 
or oil of lemon eucalyptus have shown to be effective against 
mosquitoes.  Permethrin repellants should be applied to clothing 
only and should not be used on the skin.  DEET should be applied 
sparingly only to exposed skin and should not be used underneath 
clothing.

The American Academy of Pediatrics has recommended that 
replellents with DEET should not be used on infants less than 2 
months old.  According to the label, oil of lemon eucalyptus prod-
ucts should NOT be used on children under 3 years.

Wear light colored, long-sleeved shirts and long pants whenev-
er you are outdoors for long periods of time or when mosquitoes 
are most active.
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Sp   rts
Softball

Date   Time Level  Opponent Location
Saturday, June 1   SB Tournament    @ Coon Rapids
Tuesday, June 4   6:00pm JV/V SB   LoMa   @ Logan
Wednesday, June 5 6:00pm JV/V SB   COU   @ Charter Oa
Thursday, June 6   6:00pm  JV/V SB  Ridge View  @ Dow City
Monday, June 10   6:00pm  JV/V SB   Woodbine @ Dow City
Wednesday, June 12  6:00pm JV/V SB   Ar-We-Va  @ Vail
Thursday, June 13   6:00pm  JV/V SB   MVAO   @ Mapleton
Friday, June 14   6:00pm  JV/V SB  LoMa   @ Logan
Saturday, June 15   TBA V SB   Audubun-GuthCtr @ Guthrie Center
Monday, June 17   6:00pm  JV/V SB   W. Harrison  @ Mondamin
Wednesday, June 19   6:00pm  JV/V SB   Glidden Ralston  @ Glidden
Thursday, June 20   6:00pm  JV/V SB   Ex-EHK   @ Dow City
Friday, June 21   6:00pm  JV/V SB   CO-U   @ Dow City
Monday, June 24   6:00pm  JV/V SB   LoMa   @ Dow City
Wednesday, June 26  6:00pm  JV/V SB   Woodbine @ Woodbine
Thursday, June 27   6:00pm  V SB   Coon Rapids Bayard @ DC (Double Header)
Friday, June 28    SB WVC Tourney    TBA
Monday, July 1     SB WVC Tourney    TBA
Wednesday, July 3   SB WVC Tourney    TBA

Head Coach:Dave Adams
Asst.Coach:John Kline Baseball

Date  Time Level Opponent Location
Monday, June 3 6:00pm JV/V BB ArWeVa  @ Westside
Wednesday, June 5  6:00pm  JV/V BB West Harrison   @ Woodbine
Thursday, June 6  6:00pm  JV/V BB  Underwood @ Underwood
Friday, June 7  6:00pm  JV/V BB  IKM/Manning @ Woodbine
Friday, June 14  6:00pm  JV/V BB LoMa   @ Logan
Wednesday, June 19  6:00pm  JV/V BB  Ar-We-Va   @ Dunlap
Friday, June 21  6:00pm  JV/V BB  W. Harrison  @ Mondamin
Monday, June 24  6:00pm  JV/V BB  IKM-Manning  @ Manilla
Tuesday, June 25  6:00pm  JV/V BB  East Mills   @ Dunlap
Thursday, June 27  6:00pm  JV/V BB  MO. Valley   @ Dunlap
Friday, June 28   BB WVC Tourney   TBA
Monday, July 1   BB WVC Tourney   TBA
Tuesday, July 2   BB WVC Tourney   TBA
Wednesday, July 10  6:00pm  JV/V BB  Ex-EHK   @ Dunlap
Thursday, July 11  6:00pm  JV/V BB  Coon Rapids Bayard  @ Coon Rapids
Saturday, July 13  JV/V BB  District Tourney  TBA

Head Coach:Alex Brown, BVHS
Asst.Coach: Bryce Warner, WHS

SportsCenter
HS Boys Basketball Camp June 4-7 

Registration & $40 per athlete 
High School 9:30 AM- 11:30 AM

Drill Team Tryouts June 6 11:30 AM in the HS gym; 
Practices June 5, 9:30-11:30 AM or 5:00-7:00pm, 

& June 6, 9:30-11:30 AM, Tryouts 

Free Volleyball Clinic June 20-21  
Entering 6th-8th grades 11:30 AM- 1:00 PM
Entering 3rd-5th grades 1:30 PM-3:00PM

Call Larry Neilsen, Head HSVB Coach (712) 643-1345

 Girls Basketball Camp June 17-19*
*Registration & $35 fee due May 28

High School 10:00 AM- 11:30 AM
Entering 6th-8th grades 11:30 AM- 1:00 PM 
Entering 3rd-5th grades 1:30 PM-3:00PM

Call Larry Neilsen, Head HSVB Coach (712) 643-1345

Summer Cheer Practice August 5-9; 9:00AM-Noon




