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Second semester has been off to a good start and I hope that 
the weather will cooperate. Currently we have not missed much 
school, but I also know there is a lot of winter left. With that being 
said, third quarter mid-term is February 9 and we will give the stu-
dents their mid-term reports on the thirteenth to bring home. The 
last day of school is currently scheduled for May 22 and teacher 
in-service on the 23rd. The seniors last day will be May 18 with 
graduation on the 20th at 2:00 PM.

The School Report Card was released recently from the Depart-
ment of Education and Boyer Valley received an acceptable 
grade. The Iowa School Report Card, which is available at www.
educateiowa.gov/schoolreportcard, assigns schools one of six rat-
ings: Exceptional, High-Performing, Commendable, Acceptable, 
Needs Improvement, and Priority. Schools are grouped by compa-
rable grade configurations (elementary, middle and high schools).

The ratings are based on each school’s performance over a 
two-year span on the following educational measures:

*    Proficiency: The percentage of students scoring proficient or 
better on state reading and mathematics assessments.

*    College and Career-Ready Growth: The percentage of 
students who are making the year-to-year growth necessary to be 
ready for college and career training by the end of high school.

*    Annual Expected Growth: The percentage of students mak-
ing a year of academic growth in a year’s time on state reading 
and mathematics assessments.

*    Closing Achievement Gap: A measure that reflects a state-
wide goal of narrowing the gap in achievement for students with 
disabilities, students who are eligible for free and reduced-price 
meals, and English Language Learners.

*    College and Career Readiness: The percentage of students 
who score at or above a level of performance on reading and 
mathematics assessments that predicts a higher probability of 
postsecondary success. (Middle/high schools only.)

*    Graduation Rate: The percentage of ninth-grade students 
who finished high school within five years. (High schools only.)

*    Attendance: The average daily attendance of students, 
which is the total number of days students were enrolled and 
present divided by the total number of possible attendance days.

*    Staff Retention: The percentage of teachers, school admin-
istrators and other licensed staff members who remained em-
ployed in a school over consecutive school years.

Iowa School Report Card scores and ratings are based on data 

reported by school districts for the 2013-14 and 2014-15 school 
years. The scores and ratings, which will be updated annually, 
apply only to public schools - districts do not receive ratings. No 
consequences or rewards are tied to the school ratings.

The Iowa School Report Card delivers on a component of the 
comprehensive education reform legislation adopted by Iowa 
lawmakers in 2013. The legislation, House File 215, directed the 
Department of Education (DOE) to develop a process to evalu-
ate the performance of each school on certain measures and to 
“arrive at an overall school performance grade and report card” 
that is posted to the DOE’s website. In its development phase, the 
Iowa School Report Card was known as the “Attendance Center 
Rankings” system.

The Iowa School Report Card also fits with the new Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Act - the successor to No Child Left Behind - which 
restores the balance between the role of states and the federal 
government in education accountability.

The Department of Ed. sought extensive input from education 
stakeholders representing teachers, school administrators and 
others throughout the development of the Iowa School Report 
Card. Improvements to the site’s methodology and functionality 
will continue over time.

This time of year the creation of the budget for next year is put 
together. The task that the board and administration have is to 
continue to update facilities and equipment along with the most 
important task, challenging each and every student with limited 
funds. Currently the Governor has asked for a 1.5% increase in 
state supplemental aid.
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Bullpup News
By Mike Weber,  K-5 Principal 
weberm@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Boyer Valley Early Childhood 
Developmental Screening

The Boyer Valley Community School will be conducting de-
velopmental screenings for children in its district on Wednesday, 
February 28, 2018, from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM.  If you have a 
child between the ages of birth to 5 years old and would like them 
assessed in the areas of vision, hearing, speech and language, 
health, overall development, & dental please call 712-674-3248 
(elementary) or 712-643-2251 (MS/HS) to set up an appointment.  
There is no cost to the parents.  The clinic will be held at the Boyer 
Valley Elementary School in Dow City.  If you have concerns about 
your child’s development but are unable to attend the screening, 
you may contact Green Hills AEA to schedule an in-home screening 
at 1-800-886-4112 or 712-642-4112.

Preschool Information Night
We will have a preschool information night on Thursday, March 

8, at 6:00 PM.  This “open house” will be to share information about 
our preschool with any new families to the preschool program.

Kindergarten Round Up
We would like to hear from parents of prospective 2018-2019 

kindergarteners so we can begin to develop our list.  If you have a 
child that will turn 5 by September 15, 2018, please call the elemen-
tary building (674-3248).  Once we have the list of names we can 
begin to send out Kindergarten Round Up materials and informa-
tion.  Round Up for next year’s kindergarten will be Tuesday, March 
6, from 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM.  Round Up will give students and 
parents the opportunity to meet the teachers, ask questions, and 
complete paperwork for next year.

2018-2019 Preschool
We are taking applications for our 2018-2019 preschool.  Our 

preschool program is located at the elementary building in Dow 
City.  We currently have programs for 3- and 4-year-old students.  
There is a fee for 3-year-olds but 4-year-olds are free due to state 
funding except for some milk/snack fees.  Your child must turn (at 
least) age 3 by September 15, 2018, in order to be considered for 
preschool during the 2018-2019 school year.  Due to limited space 
in the preschool classroom, applications will be accepted based 
on student needs followed by the order in which we receive the 
applications.  

Young 5-year-olds can attend the preschool but there is a 
monthly fee to do so.  We would like to know if you are considering 
that option for your 5-year-old so we can properly prepare for the 
preschool and kindergarten programs.  If you are interested in get-
ting a preschool application, please stop by or call the elementary 
office (674-3248).

Grandparents’ Day
Grandparents’ Day will be held in the spring again this year.  I 

know our students are excited to have their special guests visit our 
school.  The students have a wide variety of skills to show off to 
their guests.  The date for Grandparents’ Day is tentatively set for 
Thursday, March 29, 2018, from 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM.  This is the 
students’ last day prior to spring break.  There will be no meal, but 
there will be snacks and drinks.  More information will come home 
with the students regarding this big event.

NWEA Testing Dates
The NWEA tests are done twice each year.  The BV elementary 

students will be completing their spring NWEA tests from March 
5 – March 9.  The Iowa Assessments and a “second assessment” 
are required by schools in Iowa.  The NWEA is our “second assess-
ment”.  Please discuss with your child the importance of giving his/
her best efforts on the NWEA tests so we have a clearer picture of 
his/her skills.

Spring PT Conferences
Our spring parent/teacher conferences will be held on Tuesday, 

March 20 and Wednesday, March 21.  Conferences will be held be-
tween the hours of 4:00 PM and 7:30 PM.  Elementary conferences 
will be scheduled for 15 minutes for each student.  Students will be 
dismissed from school at 2:25/2:30 PM on both days.  

State Report Card
The state of Iowa annually puts out a state report card for each 

school district.  Boyer Valley Elementary made some very positive 
progress since last year!  Below are the rankings of some of the 
area elementary schools.  Congratulations to all of the staff mem-
bers for working hard to improve our ranking!  

The Iowa School Report Card shows how each public school in 
Iowa is performing, based on certain educational measures. The 
system assigns schools one of six overall ratings: Exceptional, 
High-Performing, Commendable, Acceptable, Needs Improvement, 
and Priority. The ratings are based on each school’s performance 
over a two-year period on up to eight educational measures.

Link: http://reports.educateiowa.gov/schoolreportcard
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Counselor’sCORNER
By Keri Roberts, MS/HS Guidance 
Counselor

Welcome to another addition 
of the Counselor’s Corner!  This 
month’s addition will preview the 
upcoming events for February 
and March.

NWEA Testing:
Students in grades 2-11 will be taking the NWEA tests during 

the week of March 5th-9th. I strongly encourage students to get 
a good night of sleep and eat a good breakfast on the days that 
they are testing.

Freshman Orientation:
There will be a freshman orientation for current 8th grade stu-

dents and their parents/guardians on Tuesday, March 20th from 
7-8:00pm in the auditorium. (Parent-teacher conferences will be 
held on March 20th & 21st from 4-8pm).

Middle/High School Guidance:
I will be working with all 9th-11th grade students to help them 

with college and career planning.

We will utilize a website called I Have a Plan Iowa. Through this 
website, students will take interest and skill surveys. The results 
of those surveys will help students find career paths that would 
best suit them.

They will also learn which classes would be most beneficial for 
them based on the career path(s) they are interested in. Students 
will also compare careers, explore programs/majors, and start 
building their resumes.

College Visits:
Each semester college representatives come to Boyer Valley to 

meet with our students.  Any junior or senior that would like to visit 
with one of the representatives needs to sign-up in my office, or 
they can e-mail me and I will add their name to the list. If students 
are interested in a college that is not scheduled to come to our 
school, please let me know and I will do my best to arrange for a 
representative from that college to come to Boyer Valley.

I also encourage juniors and seniors to set-up some campus 
tours at colleges they are interested in.

ACT Test Dates:
I strongly recommend that any juniors who are planning to at-

tend a 4-year university sign-up to take the ACT on April 14th (if 
you haven’t already taken it). To register go to: act.org. Our school 
code is: 161360. Please see me if you have any questions.

Senior Information:
At this point in the school year, all seniors should have a 

good idea of where they are going to college next year.  In Mrs. 
Hanigan’s Career Life Skills class they are focusing on applying 
for scholarships.  I keep an updated list of all of the scholarships 
I have on my Google Classroom.  I am working on getting more 
specific information about each scholarship added to that list. I 
also have a binder in my office with all of the scholarships cur-
rently available. I also encourage students to look for scholarships 
through the college they plan to attend. If you or your student 
have any questions or need assistance with scholarships, please 
feel free to contact me.

DRIVERS’ ED
Students began signing up for this year’s 

Driver’s Education class in January in the 
BVS (Dunlap) school office. Registration 
forms will be mailed only to students who 
sign up. Completed forms should be returned 
to the office by February 13. The first day of 
class will be February 24.
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Paws for Books 
Come. Stay. Read Great Tales.
By Rhonda Lee, TAG/Library-Media/NHS, leer@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Paws for Books Scholastic Book Fair is coming to the Elemen-
tary in Dow City.

 Who:  Scholastic Book Fairs
 What: Paws for Books Book Fair
 When:    Monday, March 19: 1 to 3:30 P.M
  Tuesday, March 20: 8:30 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.
  Wednesday, March 21: 3:00 to 7:00 P.M.
 Where: Boyer Valley Community School
  Elementary Library in Dow City, IA
 Why:  To expose children to new authors, titles and 

genres of books. To encourage reading and raise reading score. 
To develop a passion to become lifelong readers and learners

Hope to see you there!

Dates to Rememeber
• Thursday, Feb. 1 is hearing rechecks at BVN 

• Child Fair -Wednesday, Feb. 28th  
 at BVN 9-12 pm.  

• Kindergarten Meet & Greet   
 Tuesday, March 6th, 6-7 pm 

• Preschool Open House (March 8) 

• Grandparents Day @ BVN  Thursday,  
 March 29th, 1:00-2:30 PM

TeamMates.org

Your time today could make you a 
young person’s hero.

Join TeamMates and help us inspire 12,000 youth by 2020. For 25 years, the TeamMates 

Mentoring program has connected youth with an adult to talk to, share their dreams with 

and find guidance to help them make positive choices. Thousands of youth have been 

served, but we can help even more.

National

MENTORING
MONTH!

TeamMates Celebrated Mentors 
During National Mentoring Month
By Hannah Miller, hannah@teammates.org

Dunlap/Dow City — TeamMates coordinators and staff came 
together last month to celebrate mentoring in the Boyer Valley Com-
munity Schools.

January 1 marked the start of National Mentoring Month. Na-
tionwide, programs are honoring mentors for their service and the 
impact they’re making on youth. 

Our chapter attended a Creighton women’s basketball game on 
Sunday, January 7th.  Prior to the game matches enjoyed lunch at 
Spaghetti Works in Omaha’s Old Market.

“We are grateful for every TeamMates mentor,” TeamMates 
Executive Director Sarah Waldman explained. “Every TeamMates 
mentor I speak with talks about how mentoring has been an incred-
ibly positive experience for them. I hope more caring adults will join 
us so they too can experience the positive impact of mentoring.”  

The mission of the TeamMates program is to impact the world by 
inspiring youth to reach their full potential. TeamMates serves close 
to 8,000 youth in more than 150 communities across Nebraska, 
Wyoming, Kansas and Iowa. Mentors meet with their mentees one-
on-one in school, once a week, during the academic year.

Mentees can be nominated one of three ways. They can be 
nominated by a parent, a school staff member, or self-nomination. 
Mentors are not tutors, counselors, nor are they there to “fix” 
anything— they’re there to be friends. Mentors are matched with 
mentees based on interests and life experiences.
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Dear Parents,

Our school is participating in an important district initiative.  It is 
called Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS)

What is Positive Behavior Intervention and Support?

PBIS is a process for creating safer and more effective schools.  
It is a systems approach to enhancing the capacity of schools to 
educate all children by developing research-based, school-wide, 
and classroom behavior support systems.  The process focuses 
on improving a school’s ability to teach and support positive 
behavior for all students.  Rather than a prescribed program, PBIS 
provides systems for schools to design, implement, and evaluate 
effective school-wide plans. It is a team-based process for sys-
temic problem solving, planning, and evaluation.  It is an approach 
to creating a safe and productive learning environment where 
teachers can teach and all students can learn.

● Become a Problem 

Solver

● Act Responsibly

● Show Respect

● Be Here

About P.B.I.S
P.B.I.S. stands for positive behav-

ioral interventions and supports. It is 
a research-based, data-driven system 
that works to teach, acknowledge, and 
monitor school-wide expectations. Many schools around the area 
and throughout the U.S. have adopted P.B.I.S. to help improve 
their school climate and culture, and Boyer Valley is implementing 
it to help teach and reinforce the positive behaviors we already 
see every day and to monitor and provide consistent consequenc-
es when expectations are not met.  Boyer Valley’s four school 
expectations are become a problem solver, act responsibly, show 
respect, and be here. 

Steps to implementing P.B.I.S.

Teach expectations
Throughout the year, teachers will teach the four school expec-

tations related to each area of the school using district-developed 
lesson plans. Posters hang in each area of the school stating 
what it means to become a problem solver, act responsibly, show 
respect, and be here in that area.

2. Acknowledge expectations
To acknowledge students who meet expectations, staff will start 

sending out good news postcards. To acknowledge staff who go 
above and beyond, students and staff can fill out acknowledge-
ment forms available on Lisa’s desk and drop them in the box next 
to the forms. Periodically, a staff member’s name will be drawn to 
receive a jeans day.

3. Provide a con-
sistent system of 
consequences

For students who do not meet 
expectations, JMC is being utilized 
to record these offenses, making 
this data available to more quickly 
and efficiently identify and provide 
help for students who may need 
interventions.

PBIS 
Homeroom 

Lessons
To see Boyer Valley’s PBIS expectations for specific areas on 

our campus, and slideshows and videos used during homeroom to 
introduce them, visit the “PBIS” tab on our district Website, or enter 
this URL in your browser’s address bar: 

http://www.boyer-valley.k12.ia.us/vnews/display.v/SEC/PBIS

Introducing Positive Instruction  
and  Positive Incentives 
Promoting Positive MS/HS Climate
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Future Farmers of America 
Boyer Valley Chapter
Off on Another Busy Semester!
By Rachel Stoberl, Agricultural Education, FFA Advisor 
rstoberl@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Students attended the Iowa Pork Congress in Des Moines 
and competed in a swine judging contest at the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds before walking around and checking out vendors at 
HyVee Hall and enjoying a delicious pork meal. 

Junior member Josh Mordhorst has applied for District FFA 
office and will be going through an interview process over the 
next several weeks!  He will take a short knowledge quiz, have 
a personal interview and complete a team-playing scenario.  If 
he makes it on the ballot, he will give a two minute speech and 
answer questions at the District FFA convention.  If you see him, 
be sure to wish him luck. 

Two FFA members are also applying for their Iowa Degree.  
Junior members, Jenna Simon has submitted her Supervised 
Agricultural Experience records for her rabbit operation and  Grant 
Kenkel has submitted his SAE for his role in the family swine op-
eration.  If they are chosen as Iowa Degree recipients, they will be 
recognized at the State Leadership Conference in April!

Several students are preparing for their spring career develop-
ment events.  Subdistricts are in Avoca on Wednesday, February 
7th.  Our parliamentary procedure consists of: Colin G., Michael 
S., Tyler B., Jacob K., and Grant K.  The conduct of meeting team 
is: Cael G., Gavin R., Clay R., Ethan S., Jesse S., Greg M., and 
Zoe R.  Nicole B. will be giving an extemporaneous speech and 
Reagen M. will be presenting her prepared speech.  Josh M. is 
competing in ag sales.  Lastly Grant G. and Cody B. will be com-
peting in welding!  We will have even more students competing at 
the district level in March and a few more at the state level in April.

February also brings with it National FFA Week, the 18-24th.  
The students are busy planning different events and activities.  
Check out our Facebook or Twitter to see what fun things we do!

https://www.facebook.com/boyervalleyffa

NurseNOTES
By Jodi Klein, RN School Nurse 
kleinj@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

How does the flu spread?
Most experts believe that 

flu viruses spread mainly by 
droplets made when people 

with the flu cough, sneeze or talk. These drop-
lets can land in the mouths or noses of people 
who are nearby. Less often, a person might get 
the flu by touching something that has flu virus 
on it and then touching their own mouth, eyes 
or nose.

What are the symptoms of the flu?
Symptoms of the flu can include fever, cough, 

sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches, 
headache, chills, fatigue and sometimes vomiting and diarrhea. 
Some people with the flu will not have a fever.

How long can a sick person spread the flu to others?
People with the flu may be able to infect others
by shedding virus from 1 day before getting sick to 5 to 7 days af-

ter. However, children and people with weakened immune systems 
can shed virus for longer, and might be still contagious past 5 to 7 
days of being

How can I protect my child against the flu?
To protect against the flu, the first and most important thing you 

can do is to get a flu vaccine for yourself and your child.
• Vaccination is recommended for everyone 6 months
and older.
• It’s especially important that young children and children with 

long term health conditions get vaccinated. (See list of conditions 
under “How Serious is the Flu?”)

• Caregivers of children with health conditions or of children 
younger than 6 months old should get vaccinated. (Babies younger 
than 6 months are too young to be vaccinated themselves.)

• Another way to protect babies is to vaccinate pregnant women 
because research shows that this gives some protection to the 
baby both while the woman is pregnant and for a few months after 
the baby is born.

What can I do if my child gets sick?
Talk to your doctor early if you are worried about your child’s 

illness.
If your child is 5 years and older and does not have other health 

problems and gets flu-like symptoms, including a fever and/or 
cough, consult your doctor as needed and make sure your child 
gets plenty of rest and drinks enough fluids.

If your child is younger than 5 years (and especially younger 
than 2 years) or of any age with a long term health condition (like 
asthma, a neurological condition, or diabetes, for example) and de-
velops flu-like symptoms, they are at risk for serious complications 
from the flu. Ask a doctor if your child should be examined.

Can my child go to school, day care if they’re sick?
No. Your child should stay home to rest and to avoid giving the flu 

to other children or caregivers.
When can my child go back to school after having the flu?
Keep your child home from school, day care or camp for
at least 24 hours after their fever is gone. (Fever should
be gone without the use of a fever-reducing medicine.)
A fever is defined as 100°F (37.8°C) or higher.

For more information 
visit www.cdc.gov/flu or www.flu.gov or call 800-CDC-INFO
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Check Bulldog Schedules  
from ANYWHERE at:

www.rollingvalleyconference.orgDog Watchers!
Keep up with game postponements and 

schedule changes at 
http://www.boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

Take this schedule out of the newsletter and 
hang it where it’ll be most handy... 

like the fridge!

Sp   rts
WINTER

Varsity
Basketball

G&B play the same dates, Girls at 6:00PM & Boys at 7:30PM
Unless noted otherwise for tournament or non-conference games 
B/G Date Time Opponent Location
G/B 02-02-18 6:00 PM Exira-Elk-Horn-Kimb. AWAY
G/B 02-05-18 6:00 PM Coon Rapids - Bayard AWAY
 Boys  02-06-18 7:30 PM Westwood AWAY
 Boys  02-09-18 7:30 PM Whiting HOME

G&B play the same dates, Girls at 6:00PM & Boys at 7:30PM unless noted 
otherwise for tournament or non-conference games
B/G Date Time Opponent Location 
Girls 2/1/2018 6:00 PM Denison-Schleswig AWAY 
Boys 02-06-18 6:00 PM Westwood HOME 
Boys 02-09-18 6:00 PM Whiting HOME 

JuniorVarsity
Basketball

Wrestling
Date  Opponent  Location Time
Feb. 3 SECTIONAL  MISSOURI VAL. 12:00
Feb. 10 DISTRICT  GUTHRIE CTR 12:00
Feb. 15-17   STATE  DES MOINES TBA

Student Art Goes Online
By Ted Mallory, MS/HS Art 
malloryt@boyer-valley.k12.ia.us

In order to make student artwork available for more people to 
be able to see and enjoy, we are posting Boyer Valley art online. 
These online galleries are terriffic ways for classmates, parents, 
family and the community to see what Bulldog artists are doing. 
They also help us align with National Core Anchor Standard #5. 
“Develop and refine artistic work for presentation.”

Visit our ‘Artsonia’ page
 

http://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=17889

Parents can encourage their students with likes and comments 
or form their own “fan-clubs” with friends and relatives. 

Parents can also order custom mousepads, t-shirts, greeting 
cards, mugs, and more with their child’s artwork printed on it. This 
helps raise funds for our art department. Artsonia donates 20% 
of every purchase of art keepsakes to the school arts program. 
These make great Christmas presents! Fast turnaround – custom 
made in 1-2 business days! Product satisfaction guaranteed.

Follow BV Art on Instagram
In order to highlight some of what we’re learning, when we’re 

learning it, we’ve established an Art Department Instagram ac-
count. Look for “@bvartdogs” and follow us. 

You don’t have to have an Instagram account yourself to see 
what Boyer Valley art students are doing, just visit the gallery at:

 
https://www.instagram.com/bvartdogs
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